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oin trade. Taiwan authorities are aware of the
heroin trafficking problem they face and have
mounted a vigorous drug enforcement campaign
that is responsible for the recent high volume
of seizures.

Vietnam. We have no official United
States Government estimate of opium cul-
tivation in Vietnam, but the Government
of Vietnam and the United Nations Drug
Control Program (UNDCP) agree that cul-
tivation far exceeds the 1,000-hectare
threshold that requires inclusion on the list
as a drug producing country. According to
the UNDCP, over 14,000 hectares of opium
were cultivated in the 1992/93 growing sea-
son, 10,000 of which were eradicated and
4,000 harvested. A Government of Vietnam
source stated that 3,770 hectares were cul-
tivated in the 1993/94 season. Vietnam also
has a worsening drug addiction problem
and a growing role as a transit and traf-
ficking point for Southeast Asian heroin.

Belize. Belize was originally listed as a
major cannabis producer at a time when
the country’s marijuana exports were having
an impact in the United States. Since joint
eradication efforts have effectively reduced
cannabis to negligible amounts. Belize has
been removed from the list of major drug
producing countries. We will be watching
to determine whether it becomes a major
transit point for drugs moving to the United
States.

Although Cambodia and Cuba have not been
added to the list during this cycle, their strategic
location along major trafficking routes makes
them logical prospects for inclusion as major
drug transit countries. We do not yet have suffi-
cient information to evaluate either country’s im-
portance in the transit of U.S.-bound drugs. We
will be observing them closely with the possi-
bility of adding one or both to the list in the
future if the circumstances warrant.

In my letter of January 3, 1994, to your pred-
ecessors, setting forth last year’s list of major
illicit drug producing and drug transit countries,
I noted that we were examining the possibly
significant illicit cultivation of opium poppies in
Central Asia and anticipated completion of our
assessment by 1995. Because of technical and
resource limitations, we do not yet have useful
survey results on opium cultivation in Central
Asia. We hope to be in a better position to
assess the situation by late 1995.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Jesse Helms,
chairman, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions; Mark O. Hatfield, chairman, Senate Com-
mittee on Appropriations; Benjamin A. Gilman,
chairman, House Committee on International Re-
lations; and Bob Livingston, chairman, House
Committee on Appropriations. The related
memorandum of February 28 is listed in Appendix
D at the end of this volume.

Remarks on the Minimum Wage
February 3, 1995

Good morning. When we scheduled this out
here, we had a different forecast. [Laughter]
But here we are, the hardy party. [Laughter]

Today marks the completion of 2 full years
of economic reports in our administration. This
morning the Department of Labor reported that
nearly 6 million jobs have come into our econ-
omy since I took office 2 years ago; 1994 was
the best year for job growth in a decade. The
unemployment rate has dropped 20 percent in
the last 2 years, and the combined rates of un-
employment and inflation are at a 25-year low.
Ninety-three percent of this job growth has been

in the private sector. That’s the highest percent-
age of private sector jobs created in any admin-
istration in half a century, 8 times as many per
month as during the 4 years before I took office.
The majority of these jobs have been created
in higher wage occupations. And in the 12 years
before I took office, while our economy lost
2 million manufacturing jobs, in the last 17
months we have gained 300,000 manufacturing
jobs.

I’m proud of this record, but I am also keenly
aware of the fact that not all Americans have
benefited from this recovery, that too many
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Americans are still in what the Secretary of
Labor has called the anxious class, people who
are working harder for the same or lower wages.

From the end of World War II until the
late 1970’s, the incomes of all Americans rose
steadily together. When the wealthiest Ameri-
cans did better, so did the poorest working
Americans in roughly the same proportion. But
since 1979, the income of the top 20 percent
of our people has grown significantly, while the
income of the last 80 percent grew barely at
all or not at all or actually dropped. Much of
the problem in the widening income gap among
working Americans depends upon whether they
have skills or not to compete in the global econ-
omy.

A male college graduate today earns 80 per-
cent more than a person with only a high school
degree. That’s why we’ve pursued the far-reach-
ing education agenda that the Members here
on this platform have been so actively involved
with, making it easier and more affordable to
get college loans. That’s why I proposed the
middle class bill of rights to help parents with
their children’s education and with their own
and to improve the way we provide help to
workers who are trying to get retraining skills.

But another no-less-important part of this
problem is the declining value of full-time wages
for many, many jobs. I believe if we really honor
work, anyone who takes responsibility to work
full time should be able to support a family
and live in dignity. That is the essence of what
I meant in the State of the Union Address and
what I have talked about for 3 years now with
the New Covenant. Our job is to create enough
opportunity for people to earn a living if they’ll
exercise the responsibility to work.

That’s why we fought so hard to expand the
earned-income tax credit, a working family tax

cut for 15 million families in 1993; precisely
why we’re calling on Congress today to raise
the minimum wage 90 cents to $5.15 per hour.
The only way to grow the middle class and
shrink the under class is to make work pay.
And in terms of real buying power, the min-
imum wage will be at a 40-year low next year
if we do not raise it above $4.25 an hour.

If we’re serious—let me say this, too, em-
phatically—if we are serious about welfare re-
form, then we have a clear obligation to make
work attractive and to reward people who are
willing to work hard. I hope more than anything
that we will have a genuine bipartisan, well-
founded welfare reform legislation this year that
will encourage work and responsible parenting
and independence. But we cannot hope to have
it succeed unless the people we are asking to
work can be rewarded for their labors.

Let me close with one observation about re-
cent history. In 1990, Congress raised the min-
imum wage according to the exact same sched-
ule I proposed today, 45 cents a year for 2
years. That increase was passed by over-
whelming majorities in both Houses with, let
me emphasize, majority support from both par-
ties. This has always been a bipartisan issue.

If in 1990, because the minimum wage had
not been raised in such a long time, a Repub-
lican President and a Democratic Congress
could raise the minimum wage, surely, in 1995,
facing the prospect that work, full-time work
could be at a 40-year low in buying power un-
less we act, a Congress with a Republican major-
ity and a Democratic President can do the same
for the American people.

Thank you very much. And thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:35 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Message to the Congress Reporting on the National Emergency
With Respect to Haiti
February 3, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
1. In December 1990, the Haitian people

elected Jean-Bertrand Aristide as their President
by an overwhelming margin in a free and fair
election. The United States praised Haiti’s suc-

cess in peacefully implementing its democratic
constitutional system and provided significant
political and economic support to the new gov-
ernment. The Haitian military abruptly inter-
rupted the consolidation of Haiti’s new democ-
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